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FOREWORD

Where possible, accurate data have been obtained for this audit from energy
suppliers or key users. However, other data have been obtained by
extrapolation from representative samples. The overall figures presented are
therefore estimates.

View of the island’s east coast looking south
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1. Executive Summary
The 2014/5 Energy Audit of the Isle of Lismore was undertaken to provide a basis for
Island Sustainable Energy Planning.
The island’s inhabitants and services (including the ferries which serve it) use about 5,300
MWh of energy per annum. The two largest sources of energy are gasoil (red/marine
diesel), principally for the ferries, and electricity. Many other fuels - all fossil fuels - are
also used, mainly by households.
Apart from the RoRo ferry, which uses a large amount of fuel, there are no significantly
large users as there are no industries or big businesses. The biggest users within the
island are a few important public buildings (such as the school). Nevertheless, there is
considerable variety of energy use amongst the 90 or so homes, even allowing for the fact
some are also farms or run a small enterprise. The differences may be accounted for by
personal preference or circumstances, but also by housing age and type. Opportunities
exist for further improvements in energy efficiency.
Transport is an important energy user, after home use, but residents are constrained by
reality: petrol is very difficult to obtain, and there are no charging points for electric cars
despite the appropriateness of their use on Lismore.
Nearly all of Lismore’s energy is imported. There is very little renewable energy
production, confined to enterprise by a few residents; scope for large-scale developments
appears very limited because of geographical and planning constraints. Opportunities
clearly exist to boost renewable production, albeit probably on a small scale.
The Lismore Community Trust is now in a well-informed position from which to launch
Sustainable Energy Planning.
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2. Introduction
The Energy Audit of the Isle of Lismore was undertaken for the Lismore Community Trust
during the autumn/winter of 2014/5 by two volunteer Community Trust members trained in
energy planning through the SMILEGOV Energy Academy. The intention is that it provides a
baseline of energy use on Lismore which can become a starting point for Island Sustainable
Energy Planning. This would build on the work of the Lismore Energy Project (2010-2012)
and could lead to considerations such as a further reduction in the island’s carbon footprint.
Data on the total delivery of the various fuels to the island (diesel, kerosene, gasoil, petrol,
coal and LPG) was collected from suppliers. A detailed survey was then made of a small
sample of properties on the island to determine their use of electricity and the other fuels.
The sample comprised 10% of Lismore’s domestic dwellings (figures were collected from 9
of the 90 permanently occupied homes and from one of the 30 or so holiday houses). Two
of those permanent dwellings are farms as well as homes, although none of the farms have
an electricity supply separate from the house. The sample is representative of the range of
construction types and occupancy levels of dwellings on Lismore, and the fact that some
homes are used as bases for farming, crofting or for small businesses worked from home.
There was only one instance of data for a separate farm barn/multi-use workshop and this
was discarded as untypical of the pattern of supply usage. The use of fuel for transport was
analysed, covering ferries, domestic and agricultural usage. The use of renewable energy,
although very small, was noted. Particular attention was given to high users of energy, such
as certain public buildings, in accordance with the focus of the SMILEGOV project: energy
use data were collected for all the public buildings that are used regularly (the Hall, the
Primary School, the Heritage Centre and cafe, and the Lismore Stores and Post Office. The
overall result is that a picture has been created of Lismore’s use of the various forms of
energy, and the financial and environmental costs.
In every case suppliers and users of energy were most helpful in providing the data
requested of them. We are very grateful.
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3. Island’s Energy Mix
Lismore uses a broad range of fuels, almost all imported from the mainland. The only
significant fuel not available on the island is natural gas. Peat, although used on many
Scottish islands, is also not available on Lismore.
Grid electricity is provided to Lismore by SSE through an undersea cable. This is used by
each of the public buildings and all the 130 or so domestic dwellings except one which is offgrid and powered by PV, diesel and a private micro-wind turbine. A 3-phase electricity line
runs along the main part of the island, and power is further distributed in 2-phase lines to
particular areas off the main line. Coal and the various oils are provided to Lismore by
mainland merchants through regular bulk deliveries by truck or tanker, and are delivered to
individual properties. Petrol, however, is purchased in small quantities on the mainland by
individual customers and carried by them to the island on the RoRo ferry. LPG (both
propane and butane) are imported by the island’s only shop and sold from there to
customers. The use of wood as fuel appears to be increasing but there is no organised
means of purchase: individuals either harvest their own trees if they have some, or make
arrangements with other landowners.
Island Energy Mix
FUEL
Grid
Electricity
Kerosene

SUPPLIER
SSE

Brogans Ltd
Gleaners Ltd
Gas oil (red
Brogans Ltd
diesel, marine Gleaners Ltd
diesel)
Diesel (white Brogans Ltd
diesel, road
Gleaners Ltd
diesel)
Petrol
Various
mainland filling
stations
LPG
Lismore Stores
Coal and
Fergussons Ltd
manufactured
coal
Wood
Householders

APPLICATIONS
Central heating, underfloor heating, cookers, small
appliances, boiler pumps, heat pumps, water supply
pumps, IT, craft and small manufacture machinery.
Central heating, underfloor heating.
Tractors, large generators, fishing and leisure boats.

Cars, vans, trucks.

Cars, farm bikes, outboard motors, chainsaws etc.

Central heating, cooking, small appliances.
Multi-fuel stoves, open fires, water heating.

Multi-fuel stoves, open fires, water heating.
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4. Energy Supply
The total amount of energy used on Lismore1 is shown below.
FUEL TYPE
Gasoil (marine diesel or red
diesel) incl. ferries
Grid Electricity
Coal
Kerosene
Diesel (road diesel or white
diesel) incl. public service
vehicles
Petrol
LPG
TOTAL

MWh per annum
2,297

CO2 tonnes per annum
581

1,326
658
616
362

207
150
90

53
31
5,343

13
7
1,048 (plus electricity)

It should be noted that the above table includes the use of fuel by the two ferries: a RoRo
run by CALMAC and a passenger ferry run by Argyll and Bute Council. Both are fuelled by
gasoil (marine diesel): totalling 1,861 MWh per annum (the RoRo ferry using 1,710 MWh of
this, amounting to 32% of the total Lismore energy usage).
There is very little use of renewable electricity generation on the island: one micro-wind
turbine and two small wind turbines, and a small number of solar/PV cells. In addition,
there are several heat pumps, both ground source and air source, and a very small number
of solar water heating cells. Together, these have a value of only c50KWh.

1

This calculation does not include wood, which is informally collected on the island. Also, the amount of
petrol shown is an estimate because it is purchased in small quantities by a few residents. The amount of
electricity used has been calculated by extrapolation from the usage of a representative sample of residents.
Other data have been kindly provided by the suppliers (see section 3 ) and by ferry operators (see Section 4).
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Island consumption by fuel type (MWh
pa)
Electricity
LPG
Petrol
DERV
Gas Oil
Kerosene
Coal

Island consumption by fuel type (MWh
pa)
100%
90%

Electricity

80%

LPG

Percentage

70%
60%

Petrol

50%

DERV

40%

Gas Oil

30%

Kerosene

20%

Coal

10%
0%
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5. Total energy consumption
Categories of properties

Domestic only
Holiday home
Domestic/agricultural
Domestic/business

The table below shows the total usage of each sector of Lismore’s energy economy. In no
case does the availability of data permit analysis by season or month. Electricity bills that
might show this are not generally available. Other fuels which are bought from mainland
suppliers are purchased when needed, or to reflect changing prices, and may respond to
storage opportunities as much as usage. However, there is tendency to purchase coal,
kerosene and LPG at the beginning and end of the winter, or during the winter.

SECTOR
Transport
Domestic
Public Sector
Agricultural
Business
TOTAL

MWh per annum

Proportion of total
consumption (%)
51
38
2
8
<1

2,6632
2,038
117
445
80
5,343

It should be noted that the Transport sector total includes energy usage of the two ferries
that serve the island. The ferries use 1,896 MWh. Island-only use of transport uses 825
MWh. More detail is shown below.

2

Includes public service vehicles which refuel on the mainland
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Transport
RoRo ferry
Passenger ferry
Public service
vehicles
Private vehicles
TOTAL

MWh
1,710
151
49

% transport MWh
64
6
2

753
2,663

28

The Domestic sector total shown above represents an estimate of the use of electricity,
kerosene, coal and LPG in domestic properties (less agricultural and business usage where
the same property is used for additional purposes). See Section 7.
The Public Sector shown above is taken to be: the Heritage Centre, the Primary School, the
PO/shop, and the Public Hall. The Primary School uses oil and electricity; the others
normally use only electricity. See Section 8.
The Business Sector calculation shown above represents an estimate that up to 20
properties are used for a proportion of their time for business purposes. See Section 8.
The Agricultural Sector calculation shown above is an estimate representing 90% of the
island’s total usage of gasoil, 50% of the island’s total usage of petrol, and an estimate of 5%
of the total usage of electricity, specifically used on farm-related purposes, within the 30
domestic properties which are also crofts or farms. It is understood that farmers’ and
crofters’ use of energy for agricultural purposes normally consists only of transport costs
(tractors and farm bikes) as Lismore farming is almost entirely pastoral. It is mainly lowinput small scale stock rearing and does not require intensively heated sheds or heavy
machinery.
There is no industrial sector on Lismore.
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6. Electrical Energy Consumption
Virtually all the electricity used is provided from the mainland by SSE; it is subject to outages
in winter-times. The supply line takes 3-phase current in a main line along much of the
centre of the island but this does not serve several settlements or isolated properties: these
all rely on 2-phase branch lines (see map). The limited extent of that supply constrains
usage in the poorer-served areas.
An overall figure for grid consumption has been calculated at 1,326 MWh per annum, based
on representative sampling (see Appendix). An estimation of electricity usage (see section
5) is:
Sector

MWh per annum

Domestic
Public
Agricultural
Business
TOTAL

1,182
84
20
40
1,326

Proportion of total
electricity consumption
(%)
89
6
2
3

There are no electrical vehicles on the island and no charging point.
There is no industrial usage and there are no large businesses. There are therefore no major
electricity users. The amount of electricity used in domestic properties, however, varies
greatly according to building type and personal preference or circumstances (see Section 7).
A key feature of the island’s use of electricity is that many homes and all public buildings are
heavily reliant on electrical supply, and they make only secondary use of a top-up fuel for
basic heating, perhaps in emergencies (grid outages) and very cold weather. Also, a few
recently constructed buildings use heat pumps and these are intrinsically reliant on the grid
electrical supply. Furthermore, some properties used for business purposes are also reliant
on electrical supply to power their crucial IT and other machinery. The constancy of supply
is therefore critical to many residents.

Electrical energy consumption per sector
Business

100%

Domestic
Public

50%

Agricultural
0%

11

7. Domestic Energy Consumption
There are about 120 domestic, domestic/agricultural or domestic/business properties on
Lismore. In general there are few persons per property, typically 1-3.
The use of energy for domestic purposes is very varied and depends partly on the period of
construction of the building. At one end of the continuum are traditionally built and underinsulated buildings (although the Lismore Energy project 2010-2012 did some work to
retrofit these homes). At the other end of the range are recently built, timber framed
houses perhaps with a heat pump and/or solar PV or water heating. The difference in
energy use can be startling.
A further variety is in the use made of the different fuels. Almost all use grid electricity as
an important fuel, especially for their heating, lighting and perhaps cooking. Some are allelectric but others are dual fuel, making considerable use of heating oil or significant
amounts of coal alongside their grid electricity. For instance, it is thought that about half of
homes use oil or coal as their main heating fuel. Further, most theoretically all-electric
properties use small amounts of coal or locally sourced wood as a top-up fuel for cold days
or for emergencies such as an electricity outage. The variety of usage by homes is shown in
the chart below.
It is estimated that the total use of grid electricity for domestic purposes is about 1,180
MWh per annum. There are about 90 permanently occupied properties. Their use of
electricity tends to range from 6,000 KWh per annum to 14,000 KWh per annum, although
there are outliers well outside that range. The differences appear to relate to building type,
personal choice, and the use of other fuels. There are also over 30 properties used as
holiday homes. It is difficult to generalise because their occupancy rate varies so much but
they probably each use about 2,000 KWh of electricity per annum.
616 MWh of kerosene is imported to the island each year; this is probably used by about
half of domestic properties. Furthermore, 658 MWh of coal is imported each year, some as
a domestic property’s main or secondary fuel, and some for more widespread top-up
purposes. It is impossible to calculate the amount of wood used because this is entirely
sourced from the island’s trees, none is imported and availability varies. Finally, there is a
very limited use of LPG for heating or cooking, about 31 MWh per annum.
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KWh per annum

Domestic energy consumption by contrasting
permanent residences
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000
0

House 1

House 2

House 3

House 4

Total

5,560

44,300

28,050

12,230

Domestic energy consumption
Electricity

5,560

6,800

3,050

12,230

Domestic energy consumption
Oil

15,600

Domestic energy consumption
Coal

37,500
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8. Public and Commercial Energy Consumption
There are four significant public buildings on Lismore: the Primary School, the Heritage
Centre, the Public Hall and the PO/shop3. Together, these major buildings use only 2% of
the island’s total energy economy. Nevertheless, individually they are heavy users in an
island which otherwise has few large energy consumers.
The Heritage Centre and the Public Hall have benefited from public funding which has
enabled the installation or retro-fitting of energy efficiency measures and the Public Hall’s
management is currently considering a further renewable energy initiative.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS
Primary School
Heritage Centre
Public Hall
PO/shop

FUELS
Electricity and oil
Electricity
Electricity
Electricity

MWh per annum
46
38
20
12

The Primary School is modern, though not recently-built. It uses heating oil and electricity to
provide heating, lighting, cooking and IT etc. There is no input from renewable sources.
The Heritage Centre, by contrast, is a recently-built, ecologically sound building providing a
museum, offices and a café. It has a turf roof and a ground-source heat pump, and uses
only electricity. During the winter it is used only occasionally: its consumption on a cold day
when the building is unused is about 70-80 KWh; when the building is fully used on a cold
day it uses is up to 160 KWh.
The Public Hall is used only for short periods daily for group activities and meetings and for
specific events. The NHS uses one of its rooms as an outlier doctor/nurse surgery facility. It
has high energy costs in relation to its use because, because although its insulation has been
partially improved recently it uses only electricity and relies on some energy-inefficient
heating appliances which are especially costly during the winter.
The island’s only PO/shop also relies on electricity, mainly used to provide 24/7 power for
freezers and fridges.
The commercial/business sector comprises a number of individuals, occasionally with parttime support, mainly working in their homes at private enterprises such as art and craft
work, textile design, building and construction services and the provision of therapies. It is
thought that none are major energy users.

3

The PO/shop is privately-owned but performs a key public service.
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9. Industrial Energy Consumption
There is no industrial activity on Lismore.

10. Transport Energy Consumption
Two ferries serve the island, a RoRo run by CALMAC and a passenger ferry run by Argyll and
Bute Council. Both use gasoil (marine diesel or red diesel): see table below. They form a
very significant part of the overall use of Lismore’s energy for transport, particularly the
RoRo ferry (which uses 32% of the total energy used by the island).

Private vehicles.
Almost all the road travel within Lismore is undertaken by car. A few of these are 4WDs.
There are about 90 cars on the island, most of which always remain there because the ferry
charges to take a car to the mainland are expensive. Consequently, many residents also
maintain another car for use on the mainland. This audit concerns only the energy use of
island cars, not residents’ mainland cars.
Residents have very little choice regarding their purchase or use of fuel. The large majority
of island cars use diesel fuel, although current developments of diesel engines may militate
against their use in future for low-speed, short journeys, habitual on Lismore. Road diesel
(or white diesel) is brought to the island in regular bulk deliveries by two mainland fuel
suppliers and is delivered to homes. Petrol, by contrast, is very difficult to obtain: bulk
supply is impossible because of stringent regulations on transporting volatile fluids.
Residents, if they wish, therefore have to purchase it in small amounts at a mainland filling
station and transport it on the RoRo ferry through arrangement or using their own small
boats. The difficulty that this presents is a major reason why most residents use diesel cars.
An attempt by the Lismore Community Trust to establish a diesel filling station on the island
(2013) initially failed for several reasons but there is renewed interest. There are no electric
or hybrid cars on the island.
Many farmers and crofters own agricultural vehicles such as farm bikes (petrol) and tractors
(gasoil or red diesel), and a few own a digger (gasoil or red diesel). Use of these vehicles
varies according to the agricultural calendar, with much taking place at lambing time.
There is very little use of small boats for transport and only one medium-sized fishing boat.
There is some leisure use of smaller fishing boats.
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Public service vehicles.
There are a small number of vehicles used for public services, representing about 6% of road
use on the island4. These, all of which are diesel-fuelled, are run variously by: Royal Mail (a
post-van); Argyll and Bute Council (the school bus and a maintenance pickup truck); and the
Lismore Community Transport charity (a minibus for elderly residents). Also, the shopowner runs a van to collect stock from the mainland, and a commercial freight company
visits the island twice weekly to make deliveries; both are included in data as public service
vehicles. These vehicles all refuel on the mainland and are shown within the data below. In
most cases these vehicles operate on a regular basis throughout the year; the exceptions
are that the maintenance pickup is used most in the wintertime and the school bus does not
operate during school holidays. A totally comprehensive audit would also include the
council’s weekly refuse lorry’s visits, and the doctor’s, nurse’s and fire service vehicles and
the ambulance, but these have not been included in the audit because they do not comprise
a significant factor.

ENERGY USAGE FOR TRANSPORT
Derv (ltrs)

RoRo ferry
Passenger
ferry
Public service
vehicles
Private
vehicles
TOTAL

Gasoil
(marine
diesel, red
diesel) (ltrs)
161,300
14,286

Petrol
(ltrs)

4,730
28,761

36,5005

5,500

MWh per
annum

% total
CO2
transport (tonnes)
MWh

1,710
151

64
6

432
38

49

2

13

753

28

188

2,663

4

671

Data for these vehicles has been obtained informally except that which has been provided by Lismore
Community Transport, the shop-keeper and the freight company.
5
Mainly tractors
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11. Cost Data and Expenditure
The energy costs of the main fuels at the time of writing are shown below. Oil prices are
particularly variable being calculated daily by suppliers. Where there are alternative
suppliers the figure shown is based on the average price. The costs include VAT, average
payment method and delivery to the resident.

FUEL
Electricity
Kerosene
Gasoil (red diesel or marine diesel)
Diesel (white diesel or road diesel)
Petrol
Coal or manufactured coal (weighted average)

COST per kWh
18p
4.5p
5.2p
11p
11.4p
4.9p

Overall proportions of the island’s energy expenditure6

Electricity
Petrol
DERV
Gas Oil
Kerosene
Coal

6

Gas oil includes ferry usage
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12. Assessment of the Potential for Fuel Switching
At present there is very limited use of renewable energy: two small domestic wind turbines
and a micro-turbine together producing c21KWh, three heat pumps, domestic solar/PV cells
on three properties, and one property has 2 solar water heating cells. The Public Hall’s
committee is considering installing a set of solar/PV cells. Overall, the use of renewable
energy is therefore only a tiny proportion of the island’s fuel economy, probably equivalent
to c50 KWh.
Opportunities to switch further from fossil or other conventional fuels to renewable energy
are constrained but not impossible. One of the constraints may be the lack of information
and awareness of the pros and cons of alternatives.
Electricity generation.
The possibility of using wind power has almost been eliminated. The Lismore Community
Trust’s Renewable Energy Project (2013-4) undertook a pre-feasibility study investigating
the potential of various sites which had been offered for a community turbine but found
that planning and technical constraints meant that only one site was economically feasible
and this did not attract sufficient support from the Island community. It appears unlikely
that a wind turbine would be any more feasible on other sites on the island mainly because
of planning restrictions deriving from Lismore’s status as a National Scenic Area.
The Trust’s Renewable Energy Project also found none of the sites offered by landowners
were suitable for a hydro turbine because the physical geography of the island tends not to
provide water flows of usable size. There are, however, some limited possibilities of small
burns not previously investigated which might power micro-turbines.
There are many houses or sheds which might accommodate solar/PV roof installations but
there are limited opportunities for a large roof array because of the lack of large buildings
on the island. There are, however, theoretical possibilities of installing one or more field
array(s) of ground-mounted solar/PC cells but these might encounter planning restrictions.
The Trust has made tentative investigations of wave/tidal energy, as there are some
theoretically promising sites around the island’s shores. However, it has not yet identified
any commercially feasible systems that might be appropriate to our situation. This might
change in time.
Householders who have installed ground source and air source heat pumps and solar water
heaters appear to be pleased with the energy savings they bring.
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Transport fuel
The amount of fuel used by the CALMAC RoRo ferry (see section 10) is remarkable when
viewed in relation to the island’s overall fuel economy. It must be incumbent on CALMAC to
consider less fuel-extravagant vessels when it plans for the replacement of the existing
Loch-class ferry.
It is also apparent from our transport analysis that, if the electricity supply from the
mainland was more reliable, there is considerable scope for a switch to electric vehicles.
Electric vehicles suit the circumstances of a small island such as Lismore where every private
journey is low-speed and low-mileage, with a round trip averaging only 8 miles. For
instance, several of the public service vehicles might be replaced by electric vans. A
problem which arises is that most of these are provided by different authorities (eg Royal
Mail, Argyll and Bute Council etc) each with their own purchasing priorities. The Energy
Group and the Public Hall user-groups have been working to encourage car-sharing and the
use of bicycling, with some success – for instance the Heritage Centre and Public Hall now
have bike racks outside to facilitate this.
The Trust has seriously investigated the possibility of developing a bio-fuel enterprise,
capable of producing diesel fuel from the island’s natural resources. At present, it appears
that this, though theoretically possible, would not be economically feasible.
District heating
Although there is no major population centre that would be a prime site for a district
heating scheme, the possibility of conceiving of such a scheme at Port Ramsay or
Achnacroish should not be ignored as this might employ the use of biomass fuel, and the
biomass might be obtainable from island sources.

Any of the ideas suggested above would require significant development support from
government or regional sources.
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13. Island Community and Background
The Isle of Lismore is close to the mainland coast of Argyll and Bute. It lies in Loch Linnhe
between the Lynn of Lorn and the Lynn of Morvern. It is long (c11 miles) and narrow
(c2 miles), low-lying and naturally fertile. Its terrain is characterised by long, low ridges and
shallow valleys. It is prone to SW and NE gales, lying in the entrance to the Great Glen, and
experiences some very high winds. Its fertility derives from its limestone geology and the
island has a long history of cultivation and grazing.
Lismore is served by two ferries operating from distinct places, one RoRo/pedestrian,
provided by CALMAC (a 50 minute crossing to Oban) and one pedestrian only, provided by
Argyll and Bute Council (a 10 minute crossing to Port Appin). All freight comes on the
lengthier crossing from Oban. There has been a long-running and troublesome controversy
about the future of the ferry services and a recent STAG review led to the present
government policy that the two services will in due course be replaced by one RoRo shuttle
ferry making the shorter crossing.
There is no public transport service but the island runs its own community bus serving the
elderly with visits to the shop/post office, the doctor/nurse, the ferries and the mainland
hospital.
Most inhabitants use a private car or other vehicle but there is no service garage and
vehicles are therefore exempt from MoT testing. Many people have a second car which they
keep on the mainland, often regarded as a necessity because the vehicle ferry is expensive
and time-consuming.
Almost every house is connected to the electricity Grid. Nearly everyone is connected to
the telephone line but at present the broadband service is weak. There is no mains water,
so houses and the few public buildings use bore holes, springs or wells, many requiring small
electric pumps, and in a few cases residents use rainwater collection. All properties use
private sewerage. There is no mains gas supply.
There are three broad housing types comprising: small old/vernacular, large traditional
(including farms), and modern construction There is currently a steady increase in the
amount of housing with about three timber frame houses constructed each year.
There are very few community facilities. There is one primary school, a public hall (which
accommodates the doctor’s and nurse’s surgery), a church and wee manse, a post office and
shop, and a heritage centre with museum, library and café.
Emergency services are provided by a fire station staffed by volunteers, an ambulance used
by the mainland doctor when necessary, and an air ambulance. The mainland doctor and
nurses visit several times a week.
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14. Island Demographics and Population
At its height in the 18th century the island had a population of c2,000 inhabitants. Now it
supports only c180 residents. There are two significant villages (Achnacroish and Port
Ramsay), each with about 25 inhabitants. The remainder of dwellings are mainly strung out
along the only public road, with its various forks, or are located a short distance from the
road. A few are more isolated.
The population remained very low throughout the period 1970-2010 but the primary school
has remained viable throughout. Now the population is growing: there has been a small
increase in the number of births and some small-scale migration to the island. However,
the age profile continues to be elderly: the 2007 STAG report noted that Lismore had a
higher percentage of over-65s than any other Scottish island. This puts a considerable strain
on community provision and means that the medical services provided in the Public Hall by
the NHS surgery outlier are important to islanders.
The Public Hall is the centre for much of the community life. There are many island interestgroups meeting there regularly. These include groups for art, photography, country
dancing, badminton, bowls, singing and so on. It is the venue for frequent ceilidhs, concerts,
parties, weddings and funeral lunches. A cinema group presents a range of films there. The
Gaelic Heritage Centre offers facilities of a high quality and is supported by a large number
of volunteers; it has a museum, offices and a café. The kirk has a strong regular attendance
and a local guild. There are emerging island groups committed to nature study and to
exploring local archaeology sites.
The island also attracts groups from the mainland with a special interest, such as walkers,
naturalists, historians and geologists. However, there are very few business organisations
with significant regular connections with Lismore.

15. Local Economy
There are no significant outside employers on the island and no Lismore enterprise involves
more than a few residents. About 30-40 residents are involved full-time or part-time in
agricultural work as farmers or crofters. Some farms have more than one economically
active person, these tending to be family members. There are a very few engaged in fishing
or other marine work. There are a small number of private enterprises but these are
usually one-family activities (such as mail-order, building, craft work) perhaps providing a
little occasional part-time work for others. Several residents have part-time enterprises in
skilled occupations such as IT, electrician, crafter, musician and therapist. There are several
bed and breakfast facilities on the island.
Public services employ a small number of residents catering for the island population: staff
at the school, the minister (based in Appin), the postie, the bin lorry driver and road worker,
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the café staff, the postmaster/shop-keeper, and a little caring support work. Together these
amount to about 10fte employees.
A number of residents commute regularly or seasonally to work on the mainland, often in
caring professions or in the service sector.
It is difficult to gauge trends in employment but there may well be an increase in ITdependent work, such as a consultancy and a mail-order business. It should be noted that
the weak broadband service is relatively unhelpful.
Many people provide their time and expertise voluntarily to run the many organisations,
clubs and facilities that make up the island’s third sector.
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Appendix 1
Contacts database
Lismore is within the Argyll and Bute Westminster constituency, whose MP is Alan Reid and
the Argyll and Bute Holyrood constituency whose MSP is Mike Russell. There are six MEPs
jointly serving the Scotland region. Lismore is part of the Oban North and Lorn ward of
Argyll and Bute Council. Its local councillor, Eileen Robertson, frequently visits the island
and is well known to many residents.
The Lismore Community Council is chaired by local resident Archie McGillivray.
The Lismore Community Trust is chaired by local resident Sebastian Tombs.
The Lismore Community Transport organisation is chaired by local resident Julian
Wormleighton.
The Kirk is part of the Appin and Lismore parish of the Church of Scotland; the post of
minister is currently vacant.
The island is served by NHS (Scotland)’s Oban, Lorn and the Isles Community Health
Partnership, and the Lorn and the Isles Rural General Hospital in Oban.
There are no business organisations with formal links to the island, though farmers and
crofters maintain crucial links with regional bodies and the Oban mart.
Electricity is provided by SSE.
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Appendix 2
Pictures illustrating key points on the Island

North End Passenger Ferry

Oban – Achnacroish Ferry

Lismore Public Hall

Lismore Parish Church

Lismore Heritage Centre and Cafe

Lismore Primary School
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Lismore Shop and Post Office

Traditional Cottages

Traditional Farmhouse

House of Modern Construction

Achnacroish

Port Ramsay
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Appendix 3
Map of the island of Lismore
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