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Notes of a Meeting of the Steering Group
16 November 2001, Corran Halls, Oban
1 Present

Linda Aird, North Ayrshire Council
Councllor Robin Banks, Argyll and Bute Council
Alasdair Bovaird, Argyll and Bute Council

Sandy Brunton Mull and Tona Chamber of Commerce:
Councillor Campbell Cameron, Argyll and Bute Council
Jane Fowler, Argyll and Bute Council

Councillor Tan Gillies, Argyll and Bute Council

John Jordan, European Policy Solutions

Moira Kerr, The Pross and Journal

Pat Logan, Mull and Tona Community Trust

Fiona Reid, Highlands and Islands Enterprisc

‘Graeme Robertson, Habitat Scotland

Adrian Shaw, Asgyll and Bute Council

‘Councllor John Sillats, North Ayrshire Council

Gordon Summers, Highland Council

Apologies

Jecemy Baster, Orkney Islands Council
George Harper, Argyll and Bute Council
Derek McKim, Combairle nan Eilean Siar

2 Purpose and Membership of Scottish Tslands Network

The UK Islands in Europe Conference, hosted by Argyll and Bute Council and HIE, on Tslay in March
2001, identified, a5 a key outcome, the establishment of a Scortish Islands Network. 'This inaugural
meeting takes forward ths objective.

Tan Gillies suggested u vision for the Network : o promote the interests of Scottish islands particularly
in elation to the Europcan Union and to promote a Scottish islands agenda. There was general
agrecment io this and a number of poinis raised in response. These include the following,

Graeme Robertson suggested that the network needed to work at both government and community
level. Local authorities and agencies could meet together and needed to work t0 promote island

inerests, but it was equally important t link a wide range of community groups on Scotish islands.
Gracme had identified 115 organisations that might be interested in linking to the network. The wider

‘network could not meet together frequently for reasons of cost but might be able to meet in conference
every other year, It could communicate effectively by e-mail or intenet on a on-going basis.

It was agreed that the network should not be exclusive, Any organisation with an nterest in island
issues could take part. It was agreed that a website would be a useful means of communi
‘promotion. Alasdair Bovaird will investigate the creation of a website

tion and

Jane introduced the report o the Highlands and Tslands Conveners Group. The request for a paper fo
the Convener's group had heen made by the three Islands Councils when an initial Network meeting
was proposed by Argyll and Bute Council in May 01, There was no time to debate the paper at the
Convener's meeting, but there was no resistance o eswblishing the network.

Alasdair Bovaird suggested that the network needed (o address not only Furopean Union issucs, but
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[image: image2.jpg]4 Hache had suggested thal the nctwork consider developing a Scottish Islands Memorandum similar
o that developed for Corsica. The Group agreed that it would be useful to pursuc this idea. Jane
Fowler willlead on this and a draft could be posted on the website for comment and discussion. When
developed the memorandum would be taken to the Highlunds and Tslands Conveners meeting.

8 European Commission Islands Study
Jon Jordan reported ou the study that is being carried out as part of the review of structural funds, The
Conumission i secking detailed economic data on islands and their economic problems. The
conelusions of the study will be important in the development of structural funds after 2006.

Date and Vene of next meeting

“The next meeting of the Steering Group will be held in Oban on Friday 22 February 2002.




