SCOTTISH ISLANDS NETWORK MEETING

The Pavilion, Rothesay, Thursday 6th March 2003 at 10am

Present

Melvyn Waumsley


Highlands & Islands Enterprise
Sandy Brunton



Mull & Iona Chamber of Commerce

Graeme Robertson


Global Islands Network

Cllr. Ian Gillies



Argyll & Bute Council

Cllr. Campbell Cameron


Argyll & Bute Council

Alasdair Bovaird



Argyll & Bute Council

Jane Fowler



Argyll & Bute Council

Lisa Stephen



Project Officer

Apologies

Pat Logan



Mull & Iona Community Trust

Gordon Summers



Highland Council

Cllr. John Sillars



North Ayrshire Council

Andy Lee



North Ayrshire Council

Linda Aird



North Ayrshire Council

1. Welcome from the Chair

Cllr. Ian Gillies, Argyll and Bute Council, opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

2. Note of the Last Meeting

The minutes from the last meeting, held in Portree on 15th January 2003 were accepted. 

2.1
It was agreed that because of the run-up to the local council and Scottish Executive elections, it is impractical to arrange an Edinburgh meeting with MSPs as discussed at the last meeting. Ian Gillies proposed a mini-seminar to take place in either Oban or Edinburgh, with assistance from the Scottish Executive, soon after the elections - targeted specifically at politicians.

2.2
Cllr Campbell Cameron proposed that the network prepares a Manifesto for the Islands and presents it at this meeting. It was agreed to keep to 5 or 6 main action points that could then be extended for discussion at the meeting and utilise Rule 9.3 of the parliamentary standing order of 93 which states that the Scottish Executive must consider islands before passing legislation.

ACTION:

Jane Fowler and Alasdair Bovaird with input from Ian Gillies will draw up a manifesto to be circulated in advance of local and national elections along with notice of the proposed islands seminar. The First Minister, MSPs, councillors and candidates will also be sent a briefing / end of term report prior to the distribution of the manifesto.
The Manifesto will be circulated to island communities via the network’s mailing list.
2.3

All present agreed that a follow-up to the Islay conference should be organised for Spring 2004.

ACTION: 

Ian Gillies will do some work towards this happening.

2.4 
Reference was made to the coverage given to the Eurostat definition of islands covered extensively in the media since the last network meeting. All agreed that the outcome of this issue had been good – drawing attention to the policy papers and statistics that influence decision making.

Alasdair Bovaird suggested that the debate be moved on to look at the units of geography being used to make such assessments.
ACTION:

The Scottish Islands Network will make a considered response to the paper using the Eurostat definitions when it is published by the European Commission Regional Policy Directorate general (DG Regio) on islands.
2.5

Sandy Brunton informed the meeting that a conference is being planned for the Argyll island voluntary groups in Oban on either the 7/8 or the 14/15 November. It was agreed that the Scottish Islands Network should be represented at this meeting.

2.6
Two contacts from the Foreign Commonwealth Office have been added to the network’s mailing list. 
Translated information from the European Small Islands Hoteliers Federation (FAIME) will be circulated to network members when available.
Ian Gillies has been in touch with director of INSULEUR and links are being pursued.

3.  Project Officer Funding
3.1

Graeme Robertson informed the meeting that he was still awaiting a response from the Scottish Executive re: funding for the Scottish Islands Network for the next 2 years. The Executive’s Rural Strategic Support Fund offers 33% funding for 2003/2004 (£13,860) and for year 3, 17.5% (£6720). The total project budget is £42 000 per annum.

Match funding is being sought from North Ayrshire, Highland and Argyll & Bute Councils, HIE and the WHELK Leader + programme.

Jane Fowler explained that the WHELK programme provides 45% for 1st year of projects, 30% year 2 and 15% year 3. The next WHELK Leader+ submissions are due in 4 weeks time.

Graeme has been informed that the current WHELK application on behalf of the network is ineligible.

ACTION: 
Jane Fowler to revise the WHELK application to incorporate forthcoming projects – namely involvement in trans-national projects with members of the European Small Islands Network and the development of a Scottish Islands Network on-line chat-room.
Ian Gillies and Campbell Cameron will circulate costs to Argyll & Bute council’s 3 area committees and look for a contribution from their area strategy money.

Melvyn Waumsley will circulate details to Nicholas Gubbins – HIE’s Strengthening Communities Officer.

3.2

Campbell Cameron informed the meeting of a document which lists trusts that provide core / capital funding.

Sandy Brunton also referred to a similar list of funding sources drawn up by Lochaber Enterprise 
ACTION: 
Lisa Stephen to follow up contacts at Voluntary Action Lochaber and Argyll & Bute Council to obtain copies of these lists.
4. European Small Islands Network Meeting Report

4.1

Lisa Stephen spoke to the productive meeting that took place with E-SIN members in Dublin on 24th and 25th February. A number of potential LEADER+ projects were proposed – details of which will be put on the ESIN website (www.europeansmallislands.net).
4.2
The Irish Islands Federation will be leading an application to InterregIIIc on behalf of E-SIN. All Interreg project partners must be public equivalent bodies and this issue was raised with those present. Unfortunately this is not something that can be resolved until there is a meeting at which the network’s steering group can be properly elected and constituted.

4.3
Graeme Robertson informed the meeting about the national funding groups operating in the other ESIN member states. We will need to determine who to approach within the Scottish Executive for match funding for the Interreg application.

5. Rural Voices Application
The results of the competition will not be made available until the week beginning 10th March 2003.
6. EC Landfill Directive
Due to time constraints, this update was dropped from the agenda.
7. CPMR Islands Agenda

7.1

Jane Fowler is the only official representative attending on behalf of the Scottish small islands. Bengt Almkvist – chair of the European Small Islands Network will also be attending the conference next week in Palma, Mallorca.
Jane spoke to the meetings agenda.
7.2

Graeme Robertson pointed out that the INSULEUR meeting also coincides with the CPMR Islands Commission assembly and at their meeting they will be discussing cooperation with other island networks – including the Scottish Islands Network.
8. Website / License 

Lisa Stephen informed the meeting about the delays in getting updates added to the website.
Alasdair Bovaird explained that the council has been having problems with its new media-surface and is presently unable to distribute content management licenses.
9. Any Other Business
There was no other business raised

10. Date and Venue of the next meeting

The next meeting will coincide with the mini-seminar in Oban or Edinburgh in late May / early June.
